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Russ Pies 
 
 

Congratulations to  
Russ Pies,  

Uni ted Buil ding Centers 
for being named Ambassador 

of the Month*  for July.  
 

*The July “ Ambassador of the Month”  is 
awarded to the HBASE Ambassador  who 
earned the most points in May by con-
tacting new members and attending 
membership events. 
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The following Spikes, pictured below, 
left to right, were recognized for recruit-
ing their first new member: 
 
 Marc Harris, Diamond Home 
 Scott McMahon, PariPassu Companies 
 Pete Stencil, Stencil Construction 
 Jeff Van Veldhuizen, Jeffco, LLC 

These spikes received a special polo shirt 
and certi ficate during the May 31st Mem-
bership Meeting at the Westward Ho 
Country Club.   The shirts were presented 
by Steve Van Buskirk, HBA President, 
pictured far right.  Congratulations!  

Congratulations to Faye L ee, Home Fed-
eral Bank, for winning the $75 Member-
ship Meeting Mixer during the May 31 
Membership Meeting! 

Do you know a prospective builder 
member who would be interested in 
entering a home on the Fall Parade of 
Homes (September 15-18)? 
 

I f so, they must submit their Member-
ship Application to the HBASE of fice 
by July 17, 2007. 
 

According to the HBASE Policy Man-
ual, “ A Builder must be an approved 
HBASE member prior to the Parade 
Registration deadline, in order to partici-
pate”. 
 

Now is the perfect time to contact non-
builder members and remind them to 
join  the HBASE so they may participate 
in the Fall Parade of Homes! 
 

Membership materials are available at 
the HBASE Office. Feel free to stop by 
the office or call and request that a 
packet be mailed. 
 

The deadline to enter a home on the Pa-
rade of Homes is July 25, 2007, 1:00 pm.  
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Marc Harris, 
Diamond Homes 

 

Congratulations to  
Marc Har ri s,  

Di amond Homes 
for being named Spike  
of the Month*  for July. 
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*The “ Spike of the Month”  is awarded 
to an HBASE member who recruits the 
most new members during the previous 
month. 

Do you have a lot in Sioux Fal ls, Minnehaha or 
Lincoln counties that you don’t want any longer?  
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HBA Members can save on pur-
chases of Dell products.  Simply go 
online to www.del.com/NAHB to con-
figure your system or call 888-577-
DELL toll free.  When you are ready to 
purchase, simply call your dedicated 
sales representative at 888-577-3355 to 
maximize your NAHB discount plan and 
place your order.  Your sales representa-
tive will apply your NAHB member 
discount to your order.   
 For a l imited time only, you can 
mention to your sales representative 
“ Dell is my technology partner” and you 
will receive FREE standard shipping on 
your next order. 
 In addition, Dell is holding a sales 
contest for HBA’ s across the country.  
The Dell HBA Honors Program recog-
nizes home builder associations whose 
members make the highest sales volume 
of Dell purchases during a designated 
quarter. 
 Three categories have been created 
based on association size and prizes will 
be award to each category for the next 
three quarters.   
 Not only can you receive valuable 
discounts, but you can also help your 
association receive national recogni-
tion! 
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The Sioux Empire Home Builders 
Care Foundation’ s Tools for Schools pro-
gram donated $1,000 worth of tools to the 
McCrossan Boys Ranch on Monday, June 
11. The Tools for Schools program recog-
nizes a need for new equipment at schools 
l ike the ranch. The Care Foundation do-
nated three pieces of construction equip-
ment including a drill  press, sliding miter 
box and a locking miter bit, valued at a 
total of $1,000 to the education program at 
the ranch. 

 “ The Tools for School program has 
been a positive partnership between the 
Association and area schools,” said Marci 
Pirlet, Sioux Empire Home Builder’ s Care 
Foundation Chair. “ The additional funds 
bring new energy to the curriculum and 
provide a better learning environment for 
the students. The programs and students 
we are helping today are the future of this 
industry.” 

McCrossan Boys Ranch is a private 
non-profit organization that provides a 
place and healthy environment for boys to 
develop into men. As part of their pro-
gram, the ranch has a building and trades 
class that gives the boys hands on experi-
ence.  

As a part of the class, the boys are 
active and strive towards giving back to 
the community under the direction of Jim 
Bernard. 

“ One of the programs we are most 
proud of at McCrossan©s is our Building 
and Trade program,” Bernard said. “ This 
program teaches boys invaluable carpent ry 
skil ls that help them succeed after they are 

discharged from the Ranch. The boys have 
also put their talents to use helping others 
in the community. They were involved in 
building a house for Habitat for Humanity, 
a ramp for a disabled child and a home 
remodeling project for a poverty stricken 
family.” 

The boys are currently working on a 
Sioux Falls home for a family with a 
handicapped child that needs extensive 
work to make it accessible for a wheel 
chair and improve the living conditions for 
the family. Projects l ike this one not only 
teach the boys important hands on skil ls 
but it also teaches the boys how to contrib-
ute to the greater good of their commu-
nity. 

“ We are blessed to receive a very 
generous donation of equipment from 
the Tools for Schools Program through the 
Care Foundation,” Bernard said. “ We are 
most grateful to have the opportunity to 
partner with such a fine organization in 
the Sioux Falls community. With the new 
equipment that the foundation has pro-
vided, we will be able to help even more 
young men giving them new hope for a 
better l ife.” 
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By Michelle De Boer, HBASE Public Relations Intern 
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“ The Tools for Schools program 
has been a positive partnership  
between the Association and  

area schools.”  
 

- Marci Pirlet, Sioux Empire Home 
Builders Care Foundation Chair 
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Receive an additional 10% discount on already  
competitive business, work comp and personal  

insurance programs. Also available are group and  
individual health plans. To find out if you qualify contact: 

 

Oscar DeVries, CIC, LUTCF or Gary Van Zee 
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Registration Deadline is at 1 :00pm on 
Wednesday, July 25. Registration lunch will 
be between 11:00am and 1:00pm on July 25. 
 

· $450 for one home 
· $350 for each additional home 
· $800 for mult i-unit buildings 
 

$100 deposit required for each house. Deposit re-
turned when HBASE supplies are brought back to of-
fice following parade. Pick up a registration form at the 
HBASE office or call 361-8322 to request one via fax. 
 

Any registrations after July 25 at 1:00pm 
will be assessed an additional  $100. 
 

(fi nal  deadli ne to regi ster  i s Fri day, August 3)  

The Parade of Homes committee will also be consid-
ering applications for up to two Feature Homes in the 
Fall 2007 Parade of Homes. 
 

A $5 entry fee will be charged to the public for viewing 
the Feature Home (proceeds going to the Sioux Em-
pire Home Builders Care Foundation). 
 

Criteria for Feature Homes include: 
· $500 fee in addition to Parade registration fee 
· Homes can’t be shown as part of any other event 
· Home must be completed, furnished & fully decorated 
Selected builders receive special promotions includ-
ing: advertisements in magazines, HBASE website, 
radio, television and yard signs. 
 
 

If your company is interested in entering a home as the Fea-
ture Home please contact the HBASE office at 361-8322. 
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James Wipf 
Triad Construction 
 
 
 
 

James Wipf has been in the building 
industry for three years; which means Triad 
Construction has been serving the Sioux 
Falls metro area  for three years. 
 James’ business specializes in custom 
home building and spec homes. His 
businesses’ motto is “ Building a place to 
call home one house at a time.” The latest 
trend in his industry has been building green 
homes. 
 James joined the HBASE in 2006 and has 
enjoyed being apart of the association so 
far. He feels the association is great at 
promoting the builders and contractors of 
Sioux Falls.  
 In his free time, James enjoys golfing, 
traveling and spending time with his family. 
He is the father of two children ages seven 
and 5, and is married to wife, Kathy. 
 His greatest accomplishment in l ife has  
been  realizing his dreams and starting a 
home building business. His secret to 
success is selling quality products, 
affordable homes, and exceeding his 
clients’  expectations.  

 Virg &  Nancy Ahlers 
Budget Blinds 
 
 
 

Virg and Nancy Ahlers are new 
associates and have owned Budget  
Blinds for two years now.  They serve 
Eastern South Dakota as well as 
Northwest Iowa.  

The Ahlers’ specialize in window 
treatments including blinds, draperies,  
shutters and much more. Their motto is 
“ Budget Blinds: a style for every point 
of view.” 

V i rg and Nancy have been 
members of HBASE since August 2005 
and had been builder members in 
Brookings for over 20 years. They have 
served on Home Show committees and 
Virg is currently the Vice President of 
the Brookings association. 

The Ahlers’ enjoy vacationing, 
working in the yard, and hunting.  Their 
greatest accomplishment has been 
raising a family with one daughter and 
one son, both in college. They also are 
proud to have built a successful  
business, selling it in 2006 and now 
starting a new business with Budget 
Blinds. There secret to success is 
consistency and hard work.  

Kim Snow 
Palette of the Prairie 
 
 
 
 

Kim Snow has been apart of Palette 
of the Prairi e for 4 and 1/2 years and in 
the industry now for eight years.  
 Kim’ s company speci ali zes in 
decorative finishing for walls, furniture,  
floors, ceil ings, accessories and more.  
Their motto is “ Change is good!” 
 Kim joined HBASE in 2006 and has 
served on the Stencil Artisan League. She 
also enjoys attending monthly meetings 
and other fun events.  
 Kim enjoys refinishing old items. 
(hence her career) She turned her favorite 
hobby into a business. She also likes 
spending time supporting her husband, 
Derek’ s hobby of playing in a few local  
blues bands.  
 Kim is the mother of three children 
ages 16, 18 and 20 years old. Her greatest  
accomplishment has been showing her 
children how to use their passion to find 
success. Her secret to this success is 
believing in herself and realizing that not 
all ideas succeed nor fail. Her advice is to 
surround yourself with good people and 
treat people with respect and empathy. 
You are bound to go far with that in 
mind. 
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From June 4-8, 

2007, representative from 
HBASE  attended the 
NAHB Spring Board of 
Di rectors Meeting in 
Washington, DC. The 
following is a summary of 
the meetings they at-
tended. 
 
Smar t Growth Subcommittee 

There was a lot of interesting discus-
sion on inclusionary zoning (IZ). IZ is a 
practice where the approval process for a 
project is withheld until the petitioner gives 
certain numbers of housing units to the city 
for workforce housing. 

We heard a very interesting presenta-
tion from two men who are experts in 
workforce housing. They have formed a 
company that wil l be able to provide alter-
native financing solutions to the problem of 
workforce housing. They feel that there are 
only three solutions to work force housing. 
These items are smaller and cheaper denser 
homes, low cost of capital and knowledge 
of zoning and architectural plans. 

- Steve Van Buskirk 
 

Land Development Committee 
I was very excited to see the studies 

that the NAHB is doing to get their hands 
around the facts of housing. They are re-
searching what the cost of a no growth pol-
icy, zoning practices, and numerous other 

projects. These are going to be an excellent  
resource for us in the future. 

- Steve Van Buskirk 
 

President’s Council 
Only 50% of the association member’ s 

are typically asked to volunteer, and of 
those people 70% say yes. I asked the lead-
ership why in the environmental committee 
the guy from the EPA says we have a con-
tentious reputation rather than a collabora-
tive one. They quoted President Truman “ if 
you want a friend in Washington get a 
dog.” They said we try to discuss to a point 
then we need to fight. Sounds very familiar 
to where we are today in Sioux Falls. 

- Steve Van Buskirk 
 

Single Family Finance  
Subcommittee 

David Vil lano, USDA Rural Develop-
ment, said that loans guaranteed by Rural 
Development were performing very well 
with a very low percentage in foreclosure. 

He said they have a new program com-
ing up where they will offer a soft second 
mortgage to borrowers that won’ t require 
repayment i f the borrower stays in the 
home for a numbers of years. 

Jeanne Hunter and Fannie Mae said 
they are moving forward with their prudent  
underwriting initiative. They are moving 
cautiously in the sub-prime market.  

Fifty percent of the loans purchased as 
sub-prime loan would have qualified in the 
standard level # 1 FNMA loans program. 
They are expanding loan term to 40 years 
for borrowers who want that long. High 
LTV and lower credit score borrowers 
should be underwritten closely. 

- Jim Lowe 
 

Area 10 Caucus 
Our Area 10 Caucus was led by Duane 

Willenbring, NVP. Committee reports were 
given and the highlight of the meeting was 
the announcement of Don Beal (Iowa) for 
our 2008 NVP. 

- Kim Hefner 
 

Build-Pac 
I’ m proud to report that SD was in the 

top 5 (as of May 31) of all Associates giv-
ing during our 3 month drive.  

Robin Newhouse, our Associate NVP, 
reported that in the Futurist Report, we’ re 
positioning ourselves to look 10 years into 

the future.  We’ ve identified our major 
issues and those issues will be shared with 
the various committees to work on.   

Roger Frisman, who leads our Build 
Pac Subcommittee is working on getting 
lists out to our State Build-Pac trustees so 
that we can solicit those who have given in 
the past but have not given in 2007.  

- Kim Hefner 
 

Roger Friseman, Independence Ohio 
gave us an update on the Build Pac fund-
raising efforts. To date $57,325 of the 
$150,000 goal has been raised. 

- Jim Lowe 
 

Membership Committee 
NAHB’ s National Membership Day 

had a recruitment of over 12,000 new 
members.  A special thanks to all of our 
spikes and to Duane Bickett of Bicketts 
Construction of Sioux Falls for serving as 
National Membership Committee Chair 
this year.   

- Russ Pies 
 

We got word that Des Moines, Iowa 
will play host to the 2008 Membership 
Conference (Oct. 3-5).  Hopefully we can 
get a lot of Midwesterners to Iowa and 
learn about membership issues.  

A new project for the membership 
committee will be to “ find” all of our 50 
year members and be able to recogni ze 
them for the efforts on behalf of NAHB. I f 
you’ re interested in who are the 50 year 
members, please contact the HBASE office.   

We’ ll also be studying an Incentive 
Membership Program again with the help 
of a new working group.  Details to follow. 

- Kim Hefner 
 

Associates Committee 
Ann Garvey was announced as the 

Vice Chair of our Committee and I believe 
she’ l l be a strong leader for the Associates 
in 2008.  

I’ m also thril led to report that Jim 
Lowe has been asked to serve as Vice 
Chair of the Associates Advisory Council.  
Jim will do a fabulous job for the Associ-
ates of South Dakota. 

- Kim Hefner 

Steve Van Buskirk,  
HBASE President,  
Alt. National Director 
 
 
 
Kim Hefner, 
HBASE Treasurer,  
Alt. National Director,  
SD Associate National Director 
 
 
 

Jim Lowe 
National Life Director 
 
 
 
 

 
Russ Pies 
HBASE Secretary,  
Alt. National Director 

National Director Reports from Terry 
Konechne, Mike Metzger &  Paul Nelsen 
will be published in the August HBA 
News. All reports on NAHB Board Meet-
ings will also be published at that time. 
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Educati on Commi ttee 
The 2007 Education Committee 

being chaired by Tom Hi nes, Fr i s-
bee Plumbing, Heating, A/C & 
El ectr i cal  continues to focus on 
membershi p meetings’  speakers, 
member education seminars and 
workforce development issues.   

Last month as part of its Tools 
for School s program, committee 
members presented McCrossan Boys 
Ranch with three pieces of equip-
ment totaling $1,000.  Addit ional 
presentations will be made to Sioux  
Fall s Washington, Lincoln and Roo-
sevelt along with Tea, West Central 
and Cani stota later this Fall. 

 
Local  Government Affai rs /  
Developers Committee 

The Local Government Affairs 
Committee chaired by Paul  Ki rk -
wol d, Ki rkwol d Construction and 
the Developers Committee chaired 
by Joel  Ingle, C-Lemme Compa-
nies, LLC are reviewing options to 
f i nance infrastruct ure improve-
ments.  As Sioux Fal ls continues to 
grow, f inancing of infrastructure for 
new roads, sewer and water, and 

other facilit ies whil e maintaining old 
infrastructure continues to be a chal-
lenge without increasing cost/fees on 
to new housing developments. 

The Infrastructure Review Advi-
sory Board (IRA B) has been review-
ing arterial street access and recently 
approved the SD 100 Access and 
Noise Plan.  A ddit ionally, IRA B has 
formed a sub-committee to develop a 
City policy for lif t  stations.  HBA 
representat ives attendi ng I RA B 
meetings include:  Paul  Fi ck , Bob 
Li tz, Cindy Monni n and Steve Van 
Buski rk . 

 
Parade of Homes Commi ttee 

The Fall Parade of Homes will  
take place on September 15-18, 
2007. The committee is chaired by  
Doug Allen, Allen Homes, Inc. 
Buil der regi strat ion deadli ne is 
Wednesday, July 25 at 1:00pm. 

 
Publi c Rel ati ons Commi ttee 

The Public Relations Committee, 
chaired by Dave Kel l y, CorTrust 
Mor tgage has f inalized the 2008 
Stampede Sponsorship, which in-
cludes four season t ickets to each 

home game (t ickets are available to 
all HBA members on a f irst come, 
f irst serve basi s). 

 
Repai r  Affai r  Commi ttee 

The Repair Affair Committee 
chaired by Jack  Petersen, Advanced 
Insul ati on had a successf ul event 
once again. On June 12, over 70 vol-
unteers worked on six homes.  

The committee is wil l be working 
with Community Development to 
update the guidelines for 2008 in 
hopes of gett ing more applications. 

 
2008 Street of Dreams 

The Street of Dreams Committee, 
chaired by Gregg Leber t, Leber t 
Construction, is organizing the 2008 
Street of Dreams, set for July 17-20 
and July 24-27, 2008. This popular 
event will be hel d at Prairie Hil ls, 
located near 69th &  Western in Sioux  
Fall s, which i s developed by Site 2 
(Clayton and Greg Jamison). 
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Mark your calendars 

for the 2008  
International Builder ’s 
Show in Orlando, FL  

 
February 13-16  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please visit 
www.buildersshow.com 

for more details. 
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Continued from page 2... 

(ceramic, vinyl, etc.), and other similar 
wastes are allowed in the Construction 
and Demolit ion (C& D) Area and Roll-
Offs.  

Household garbage and trash is not 
allowed in the C& D Area and Roll-
Offs. The Sanitary Landfill has a sepa-
rate area and roll-offs for this materi-
als.  

Also, all recyclables, including 
metal, should be separated and recy-
cled in the Sanitary Landfill Recycling 
Areas. Any hazardous materials should 
be taken to the City of Sioux Falls 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility. 

In addit ion to the new Public Drop 
Off Area, there is a new Compost 
Area. Due to the old Compost Area 
being within the footprint of future 
waste disposal areas, there was a need 
to construct a new Compost Area. The 
new area is located adjacent to the Pub-
lic Drop Off Area. Leaves and grass are 
accepted in the new Compost Area. 

The Sioux Falls Regional Sanitary 
Landfill recognizes the new Public 
Drop Off Area will not meet the needs 
of every customer, but is willing to try 
and accommodate special needs that 
arise. 

The following it ems are al lowed in the Construc-
tion and Demol ition  (C & D) Area and Roll -Offs: 

 

Concrete, asphal t or fiberglass shingles, con-
crete , brick stonework, asphal t, pain ted or 

stained wood, scrap lumber, untreated wood, 
bu il t-in  cabinetry, construction plastic, ceramic 
fixtures , wiring, condui t, g lass, attached insula-

tion, drywall , tile  (ceramic, vinyl , e tc.), and 
other similar wastes. 

12th Annual  
NAWIC Golf Outing 

 

Friday, July 27, 2007 
Bakker  Cross ing Golf Course 

 
Tee Time - 1:00pm Shotgun Start 

(18 Holes - Texas Scramble) 
 

This is a fundraising event for the 
National Associ a-
tion of Women in 
Construction, 
which is open to 
MEN and WOMEN 
gol fers. A porti on 
of the proceeds 
goes towards schol-
arships for students 
pursuing degrees in 
the const ruction 
indust ry. You do 
not need to be asso-
ciated with the con-
struction indust ry to parti cipate. 

 
I f you woul d l ike to donate any 

door pri zes or have any questions 
about this event, pl ease contact Mar y 
Soukup at 336-7577. 


