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Receive an additional 10% discount on already  
competitive business, work comp and personal  

insurance programs. Also available are group and  
individual health plans. To find out if you qualify contact: 

 

Oscar DeVries, CIC, LUTCF or Gary Van Zee 
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From June 4-8, 2007, representatives from 

HBASE  attended the NAHB Spring Board of 
Di rectors Meeting in Washington, DC. The 
following is a continuation summary of the 
meetings they attended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Area 10 Caucus 
Don Beal from Iowa announced his 

card for Area 10 Vice President. Saturday 
afternoon I attended the fi rst Board Meet-
ing. Tommy Thompson from Wisconsin 
spoke to us briefly about his pro housing 
views. I believe he is an excellent candi-
date for the President of the United States. 

- Mike Metzger 
 

Construction Codes &  Stan-
dar ds Committee 

Green Building was the major issue of 
the conversation.  Energy and Green Build-
ing legislation is coming.  NAHB is work-
ing on a national Green Building program 
to help combat the serious threat to housing 
affordabil ity from legislative mandates for 
green building.  

- Paul Nelsen 
 

Mid Lands Conference Com-
mittee 

I f Green House gases become desig-
nated as a pollutant there will be a pro-
found effect on the housing industry.  En-
forcement wil l be aimed at land use and its 
development. This is poised to have a sig-
nificant impact on our building and remod-
eling industry. Our discussion was based 
on an absolute that there is global warming 

and humans on this earth are the cause.  
Therefore, we can stop it. NAHB is trying 
to be proactive on this issue.  This is an 
issue that wil l be with us for some time to 
come and will require all of us to be edu-
cated in order to survive in this industry.  

- Terry Konechne 
 

Single Family Small Volume 
Committee 

The big topic of the meeting dealt with 
green building. I believe every builder in 
the Sioux Empire area is already building 
green. The concern I have with the govern-
ment making bills and forcing this issue 
would be that it would make homes more 
unaffordable. Barry Rutenberg updated us 
on materials’ costs and it seems to me that 
costs wil l be lowering in the near future. 

- Mike Metzger 
 

NAHB Board Meeting 
The highlight of the Sunday morning 

Board Meeting was a request for $2 mill ion 
to make sure green building does not get 
out of control. 

- Mike Metzger 
 

President Brian Catalde was thril led 
with our efforts to defeat a bad immigra-
tion bil l, along with our victory on the 
sprinkler issue.  Brian also updated us on 
the BUY NOW campaign and encouraged 
all associations to apply for matching funds. 

VP Sandy Dunn gave the report on 
Advocacy Issues.  Sandy encourages all 
members to visit our website at 
www.nahb.org/issuesindex to view all is-
sues before us at the current time.  Sandy 
focused on GSE reform and voiced 
NAHB’ s support of HR1427 which passed 
the house on 5/22/07.  It has not been intro-
duced yet in the Senate, but wil l be soon. 

- Kim Hefner 
 

 First on the agenda was a “ standards 
of conduct” form that all board members 
had to sign.  I think our local association 
needs to do this every term also.  

The 2008 Presidential candidate 
Tommy Thorson from Wisconsin was the 
guest speaker.  He is pro-housing. 

Bob Jones gave an update on the 
Green Building program NAHB is working 
on.  We all need to start doing our home-
work and get green building into our 
houses. 

- Paul Nelsen 

Terry Konechne, 
National Life Director 
 
 
 
 

Mike Metzger, 
National Director 
 
 
 
 
Paul Nelsen 
National Director 
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Prize winners from the 
July 11 golf outing  

sponsored by:  
Brooks Construction Services 

Gage Brothers Concrete Products 
StarMark Cabinetry 
Vern Eide Motorcars 

Longest Putt on # 1 (men): 
 Dick Wilson, Frisbee’ s 
Closest to the Pin (tee shot) on # 4 (men): 
 Chad Dahle, Dahle Construction 
Long Drive # 7 from Gold Tees (men): 
 Jim Lather, JamesDugan Inc. 
Long Drive # 7 from Blue Tees (men): 
 Joel McDowell, Dream Builders 
Longest Drive on # 2 (women):  
 Cindy Sheehan, HBASE 
Closest to the Pin (tee shot) # 4 (women): 
 Lisa Schmidt, Schmidt Construction 
Long Putt on # 5 (women): 
 Shelly Rogers, StarMark Cabinetry 
Low Score (Flight # 1): 
 Dudley Deffenbaugh,  
  Deffenbaugh Homes 
 Jesse Deffenbaugh,  
  Deffenbaugh Homes 
 Candi Bartels, Deerfield Bank 
 Sarah Hueners, Creative Surfaces 
Low Score (Flight # 2): 
 Jim Nelson, South Fork Kennels 
 Todd Lamberty, IT Financial 
 Brad Swenson, Swenson Commodities 
Closest to the Pin on # 6: 
 Bill Carney, Pella Windows &  Doors 

2007 HBA 
Golf Out ings 

 
Wed. August 1 
11:30AM - 3:30PM @ Spring Creek 
Golf Course 
(4 person Texas Scramble)  
 
 

Wed. August 22  
PAC Golf Calcutta* 
10:30 Shotgun @ Bakker Cro ssing  
(4 person Texas Scramble) 
 
 

Mon. September 10 
1:00PM Shotgun @ Dakota Dunes 
4 person Best Ball (blind, drawn from 
2-person teams) 
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In an effort to provide functions that 
interest our diverse membership (from 
builders to designers to plumbers), the 
Associates Committee along with the 
Builders Forum are organizing a Poker 
Run. 

This event, scheduled to be held on 
Saturday, September 29, wil l begin at the 
HBASE office at 8:00am.  

From there the participants will 
travel to 4 host locations, to check in and 
receive veri fication of their visit. Associ-
ate members are encouraged to host a 
facil ity tour and provide information 
about their company. Hosts have the op-
tion to provide promotional items and/or 
refreshments. 

A fter visiting the 4 host locations, 
the participants will then meet back at the 
HBASE office for final veri fication,  
lunch and prizes. 

The cost to be a participant in the 
Poker Run will be $10 per person or $15 
for a coupl e. Call the HBASE office to-
day to make a reservation! 

 
Host Location Cost =  $100 

 

Event Sponsor Cost =  $100 



Dear HBASE Members, 
Thank you for the opportunity to 

meet with your members at the Home 
Builders Association’s  Government 
Night and for the hospitality shown to us.  

The Repair Affair Project provides a 
great benefit to homeowners of the com-
munity that are in need of a helping hand 
with their properties.  

Your program helps make Sioux 
Falls the great place that it is to l ive and 
work. We look forward to working with 
the Home Builders Association on future 
projects. 
          - Randy Bartunek, 
       Director of Community Development 
      - Dwigh McElhaney, 
          Community Development Manager 
 
Dear HBASE Members, 

Thank you for the $500 scholarship. 
I have been accepted to Lake Area Vo-
Tech and will begin there this fall. 

- Ben Steineke 
 

Dear HBASE Members, 
Thank you so much for the wheel -

chair ramp you built during the Repair 
A ffair. My mother now feels released 
from “ jail”. Before the ramp was built she 
could not go outside by herself. Now she 
has a chair on the landing and she goes 
outside at least six times a day just to get 
some fresh air. 

Your help in building and funding 
this ramp has made a big improvement in 
the quality of her l ife. Thank you so 
much! 

- Linda Davis 

Got News?  
Submit member news by fax (361-8329), 
email (l isa@hbasiouxempire.com) or 
mail: “ Member News” , 6904 S. Lyncrest 
Place, Sioux Falls, SD 57108. You can 
also call the HBA office at 605-361-8322. 
 
 

With Deepest Sympathy 
Robb L. Rolfing, 29,  
(brother of T.J. Rolf ing, 
Holmes Murphy &  Asso-
ciates) passed away on June 
30, 2007 while serving his 
country in Iraq. Our sincere 
thoughts and prayers are 
with TJ and his family.  

 
Business Expansion… 
Design Electric has announced that they 
are now expanding their business territory 
into Minnesota. 
 
Congratulations to... 
Ann Meinjohans joined Wells Fargo 
Home  Mortgage as a Home Mortgage 
Consultant at the new 5101 S. Cliff Ave. 
branch in Sioux Falls.  
 
Rhonda Odens is a new designer at Prai-
rie Heritage Cabinetry & Furniture. 
 
Jim L owe, State Bank Mortgage got a 
hole in one at Westward Ho Country Club 
in May. 

Deb Zi emke, Valley Bank got a hole in 
one at Bakker Crossing in July. 
 
Thank you... 
Thank you to Steve Van Buskirk and 
Gary Harr for giving the presentation on 
Development from Start to Finish on June 
27, 2007 to the North Central Regional 
Association for Assessing Officers. 
 
Address Change 
Prairie Heritage Cabinetry &  Furniture 
27303 La Valley Pl. 
Harrisburg, SD 57032 
 
HBASE Mail Box… 
Dear HBASE Members, 

Thank you for the donation we re-
ceived to buy a dril l press, sliding miter 
box and miter bit. It wil l greatly enhance 
the learning experience for our boys in our 
buildings and trades program here at  
McCrossan Boys Ranch.  

This program teaches the boys skil l 
that help them succeed once they are dis-
charged from the Ranch. The updated 
tools are a blessing and will allow our 
boys to learn on  high quality tools. We 
value our relationship with the HBA and 
look forward to working with you again. 

- Christy J. Menning,  
Director of Development 
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Bob Litz Elected as  
Cit y Council Vice Chair 

 

   Congratulations to Bob 
Litz, former HBASE 
President who was ap-
pointed City Council 
Vice Chair on Monday, 
July 9.  
   As Vice Chair Bob’ s 
duties include meeting 

with the mayor once a week to discuss 
weekly issues as well as meeting with 
department heads. Bob will hold this 
position for one year. He may be ap-
pointed President Chair; however, he 
does not automatically take over the 
position.  
 Bob has been a member of the 
Home Builders Association since 1992. 

Continued on page 19... 
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The Sioux Empire Home Builders 
Care Foundation (HBCF) has been hard 
at work defining all of the foundation’ s 
speci fic details including the procedure of 
handling requests from the public for 
funding of projects and/or sponsorships. 

Each proposal that is received will be 
evaluated based on how closely it meets 
the criteria and objectives. The Public 
Relations Committee within the HBASE 
will review the applications and then sub-
mit recommendations on a quarterly basis 
to the HBCF Board of Trustees. 

Application Criteria &  Objectives: 
1. The project shall benefit an individual, 
family or other non-profit in the Sioux 
Falls area. 
2. Be related to the home building indus-
try directly or indirectly. 
3. Utilize volunteers from the Association 
(no paid labor, however some supplies 
may be purchased). Time allotted for 
projects must be justified against the rec-
ognition received. 
4. The project cannot be combined with 
HBASE’ s annual Repair Affair Day pro-
ject. 

The application forms are availabl e 
online at www.hbasiouxempire.com. 

He started Sioux Falls Framing and 
now works for the Sioux Empire Hous-
ing Partnership.  
 Bob has been a great addition to 
the Association. He was the president 
in 2004 and has participated on many 
committees including Repair Affair,  
Parade of Homes, and the Legislative 
Committee just to name a few.  
 Bob is currently very active on the 
chair of land use committee, IRAB 
voting member, as well as the Sioux 
Falls Board of Appeals. He also is a 
coach of the Storm football team and a 
pee wee football team. 
 Bob and his wife, Sharon, have 
four children. In his spare time, he en-
joys camping, reading and vacationing 
in the southwest desert on the Colorado 
River. 
 Bob has contributed a lot to the 
Home Builders Association and we 
wish him well as he serves as City 
Council Vice Chair! 

Continued from page 18... 
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